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THE CAMPUS VIEW

Beth and Steve Puricelli
in Port-de-Paix, Haiti
Stephen and I have worked in Port-de-Paix at Sonlight 
Academy for fi ve months. I teach fi rst grade, and 
Stephen teaches junior high and high school math, 
science and Bible.

We felt the earthquake and aftershocks. I was working 
in my classroom and at fi rst thought a large truck was 
trying to travel down our dirt road and soon realized 
it was something much larger. No one in Port-de-
Paix was seriously injured, and some buildings have 
suffered cracks and shifts, but none fell.   ...continued on p.2
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The disastrous earthquake in Haiti has touched 
hearts all over the world.   The need for relief  is 
immediate—and the needs will continue long-
term for years.  Over the past 14 years, well over 
100 CCH’ers have served on short-term missions 
in Haiti.  Also, several of  our alumni have served 
in Haiti as longer term missionaries.  When the 
earthquake hit Port-au-Prince, two of  our alumni, 
Steve and Beth Puricelli, were in Port-de-Paix, 
where they work with Sonlight Academy.  They 
were not directly affected by the earthquake but 
have helped meet the needs of  the refugees who 
are fl eeing throughout the country to seek shelter 
and aid.
On the other hand, one of  our alumni, Eric Lotz, his 
wife, Jennifer, and their fi ve children, live in Port-au-Prince, and were in the city when the earthquake hit.  
Since 1998, Eric has worked with a Christian orphanage and currently serves as “Special Projects Coordina-
tor” with Operation Blessing International.  In Eric’s words, “Until the quake I had mainly been working on 
water purifi cation related projects, especially in hospitals. Now I am in disaster relief  mode, delivering medi-
cal supplies, food, setting up emergency water purifi cation units, and eventually helping to rebuild.”   
When the earthquake hit, he was just leaving a mission hospital.   Jennifer was across town at home, and 
had just taken her children out onto the porch to have their “Bible-time.”  None of  the Lotz’s were injured, 
but their home was destroyed.  For over two hours after the earthquake hit, Eric and Jennifer did not know 
whether or not the other was safe.
Eric returned home for a few days and we were privileged to have him come to the Campus House and 
speak to us about his experiences at our Wednesday Night Bible Study on February 10th.  Four days later, 
Eric and Jennifer returned to Haiti, leaving their fi ve children here in the care of  family members.  Please 
pray for Eric, Jennifer, and their family as they faithfully serve to bring both relief  and hope to the disaster 
ravaged people of  Haiti.
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Eric and Jennifer Lotz with one of  their fi ve children

Beth Puricelli and some of  the girls she works with at Sonlight Academy.

CCH & Haiti

Numerous alumni 
have traveled to 
Haiti with Christian 
Campus House.  
In 1997, Tammy 
Melchien began 
bringing groups to 
Sonlight Academy 
in Port-de-Paix, 
Haiti.  With the 
exception of one 
year, CCH has 
continued to take a 
group of students 
to Haiti each year 
since.  Our students 
come back with a 
broader world view 
and a bigger heart...
continued p.2 

At The Center of the Earthquake in Haiti
Eric and Jennifer Lotz



Directly after the earthquake, some were waving their arms in the sky praising God for 
saving them.  However, all communication in Haiti was down. Word of  mouth, the fastest 
communication here, is not reliable, and people couldn't call family in the capital to see if  
they were alive until four days later. Everyone in Port-de-Paix has family or a close friend 
in Port-au-Prince. To this day people in the United States have seen pictures, video and live 
broadcasts that we have not. It was a terrifying week and many people still have not heard 
from family. 

When we heard how bad the earthquake was, we started hearing more voodoo drums and 
chants. Poor Haitians are helping even poorer Haitians. Sonlight started distributing rice and 
beans, soap, toothpaste and clothing to refugees that have come to stay with family who 
cannot afford to feed extra bodies.

We estimate Port-de-Paix to have 130,000 people. It is estimated that between 30,000 and 
50,000 people will come from Port-au-Prince to live with family. Many say they will never 
go back because they believe Port-au-Prince is cursed. Most cannot go back because their 
homes are in ruins and can never afford to rebuild. The most immediate worries are crowd-
edness and family not being able to feed and clothe refugees. Our local hospital was FULL 
of  people who endured the travel but are malnourished, dehydrated, or have broken bones among other injuries.

Pray for Haiti. If  you have money to give, fi nd a trustworthy organization that will use your gift to further God's kingdom and help 
Haitians.

Steve Puricelli working with a Haitian student.

We are gearing up for a very special evening celebrating the 40th 
anniversary of  Christian Campus House’s ministry to the 
Eastern Illinois University community.  We hope you will make plans 
now to attend this celebration.

On the next page is a poster you may clip and hang on your refrigerator 
or on your church bulletin board to serve as a reminder of  our 40th 
anniversary annual banquet, coming up on Saturday evening, April 10th 
at 6:00 pm at Christian Campus House.  

4:00 PM ALUMNI RECEPTION.  We encourage alumni to come 
early and enjoy an informal reception in the Campus House downstairs lounge beginning at 4:00 pm.  Bring your children and 
your photos/albums to share with your past classmates.

THE PROGRAM.  In addition to an historic pictorial look at the 40-year history of  our ministry, we will join in worship 
refl ecting music styles from the full sweep of  our history. 

RESERVATIONS ARE REQUIRED — 
DEADLINE FOR RESERVATIONS IS MONDAY, APRIL 5TH.
 • FOR RESERVATIONS:  We prefer you to email Roger at roger@campus-house.com because you will receive a return email 
  confi rming your reservations.  Alternatively, you may phone your reservation in (217-345-6990).  
 • Child care will be provided on site for children 3 years of  age and under.  You must make reservations for child care.  
  SORRY, WE CANNOT PROVIDE A MEAL FOR CHILDREN IN THE NURSERY.

ANNUAL BANQUET— APRIL 10TH at 6:00 pm at Christian Campus House

for what God is doing in the world, particularly this small country in the Caribbean.  Every year we hope to 
bring encouragement to the missionaries and love and hope to the children we encounter at Sonlight, as well as 
area orphanages and a children’s hospital.  A few of our alumni have returned to Haiti for further service.  Tim 
Stuckey taught at Sonlight for a year after he graduated from EIU.  Eric Lotz returned to Haiti and has since made 
his home in Port-au-Prince.  Currently we have two alumni, Stephen and Beth Puricelli, who are in the midst of 
a 2-year commitment to serve at Sonlight Academy.  This May intern, Elise Whitlatch, and alumnus, Wyatt Wa-
terkotte, will be leading a group of 9 students back to serve at Sonlight Academy and to help out with earthquake 
relief.  CCH will continue be a part of what God is doing in this beautiful country.  

...continued from sidebar on p. 1 



Christian
Campus House

   at Eastern Illinois University
       is celebrating

    40 years of 
   "Tending the Garden"

"Some plant, some water, but God gives the increase."
1 Cor 3:6-8

We would like to invite all alumni, friends, 
supporting individuals and churches, and parents 
to join us for an evening of celebration as we praise 
God for our 40th year of ministry to the EIU campus.

Plan now to attend this event so you can see 
fi rst-hand how your prayer, support, and 
involvement in this minstry have aided in the 
planting and watering of the lives of college 
students here at Eastern Illinois University.

There is no charge for the meal, but a free-will 
offering will be received to pay for the food 
and to continue the ministry needs at Eastern. 
We hope to see you for this very special 40th Year 
celebration!

Saturday, April 10, 2010, at 6:00 pm
in the Christian Campus House Auditorium

Reservations are required!
DEADLINE FOR RESERVATIONS IS MONDAY, APRIL 5TH.

Call (217) 345-6990 by Monday, April 5th, 2010, at noon
or e-mail Roger at roger@campus-house.com

(E-mail reservations will receive an email confi rmation from Roger.)
Child-care for newborn to 3 year-olds will be provided on site - by reservation.

(Note: We cannot provide a meal for children in the child-care.)

Also join us for an ALUMNI RECEPTION at 4 pm in the Campus House Lounge!



Weddings

Babies

217.345.6990 www.campus-house.com

What’s New With Our Alumni Take Two: Elise Whitlatch
Alumni News February 2010

ᴥ Jeff  Millsap & Jennifer Rodems were married 
 on Oct. 21, 2006.
ᴥ  Kristen Browning & Brandon Reynolds were married 
 on December 19, 2009. 
ᴥ  Cheryl Curtin & Jeffrey Visser were married on 
 December 19, 2009.  
ᴥ  Nikki Bresnahan & Sam Nowak were married on
 January 2, 2010.

ᴥ Tiffin and Holly Misener just celebrated the birth of  
 Hezekiah John on Tuesday February 9.  Hezekiah was 
 7.4oz and 20.5in. 
ᴥ Jen & Mike Wessberg are happy to announce the birth 
 of  Sarah Joanne.  Sarah was born on the 22nd of  
 October, 2009. She was 20.5 inches long and weighed 
 8 pounds, 6 ounces.
ᴥ Bryan and Karen Tompkins had their first child, 
 Ella Grace on November 18, 2009.  Ella was 4 lb. 14 oz 
 and 17 1/2” long.

Two peas in a pod.  Two heads are better than one.  Two 
scoops.  Double dutch.  Doublemint.  Seems like a lot of  good 
things in life come in pairs.  And twos seem to be a theme in 
my own life. Currently, I’m sitting at a desk in what was once 
a guys’ bedroom at the Campus House but is now an intern of-
fi ce. Let round two of  interning with the ministry here begin!  
After just fi nishing coursework for a graduate program in 
International Development at Eastern University in Philadel-
phia (two schools with “Eastern” in the name), all I have left is 
an overseas internship with an organization doing relief  and/
or development in situations of  poverty. While waiting to fi nd 
something, a bug was put in my ear about serving again as an 
intern at CCH.  After some thought and prayer, I decided, 
“Why not?  It’s a place I’ve come to love, and the opportunity 
to be back, serve, and have some serious fun would be great.”  
So, I am happy to say that I’ll be replacing the cobwebs, blan-
kets, and old computer monitors in the far offi ce.  Come by 
and see me!

Elise Whitlatch (right) in Costa Rica assessing earthquake relief  efforts.
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