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NUMEROUS STUDENTS HAVE SERVED on COM, our “Council 
of  Ministers, ” but what our students do not realize 
is that the role of  COM has undergone signifi cant 

changes over the years.   We are again in the midst of  another 
one of  those changes.  In our most recent leadership structure, COM was made up 
of  our small group leaders or “Family Group Leaders.”  In addition, between 12-20 
Team Leaders then organized and led the various ministries of  the fellowship includ-
ing community service, special events, hospitality, and prayer, etc.  A total of  7 students 
from both COM and Team Leaders then served as our Executive Council (the decision-
making body of  the ministry).  

This last school year our students shared constructive criticism of  some “big picture” 
aspects of  the ministry, particularly related to leadership.  Our COM and Team Leader 
structure resulted in a perceived hierarchy within our student leadership.   We had 
placed much more emphasis on the selection and training of  Family Group Lead-
ers than we did on Team Leaders.  Team Leaders were generally trained one-on-one 
and then given the responsibility to run their ministries on their own.  They had been 
encouraged to create and lead a “team” but most Team Leaders just did everything 
themselves.   After much thought and prayer in response to feedback from our student 
leaders, we are moving forward with a new model of  student leadership.

COM will now be made up of  “Life Group Leaders” (formerly “Family Group Lead-
ers”) and “Action Group Leaders” (formerly “Team Leaders”).  This Spring both Life 
and Action Group Leaders went through the identical recruitment and application 
process.  Since both groups are on COM, they now share the same requirements and 
expectations for serving in leadership and they will all receive mentoring from the staff  
and participate in weekly COM meetings.  

Unlike the “Family” to “Life” Group change, the shift from Team Leaders to Action 
Group Leaders is much more than a name change.  We have reorganized all of  our 
former student-led ministries into six different groups.  Each of  our six Action Group 
Leaders will be trained to effectively recruit a group and delegate the various responsi-
bilities of  their ministry to their group.  There will be more opportunities for students 
who are not in leadership to get involved and serve in signifi cant ways through an Ac-
tion Group.   The brainstorming and planning will no longer be done by one person but 
by a group.  This should increase the sense of  student ownership of  the ministry.
We are excited to see how our new leadership structure will better develop and train 
student leaders.  Within the framework of  a team, we are hoping our students’ vision 
for the ministry will ignite and empower them to explore new and better avenues of  
ministry.  We are hoping for students to discover their true niche in ministry whether 
that be in a small group/mentoring role (Life Groups) or in more of  an organizing/
mobilizing role (Action Groups).  We appreciate your prayers for COM as we transition 
into this new leadership structure! 
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Leadership Changes
...by Danah Himes



AS A NEW GRADUATE FROM EIU, I’ve spent some time refl ecting on my four 
years at college and I’m sad to see it end. The Christian Campus House 
was an instrumental part of  my time at EIU.  I am so thankful for the 

wonderful Christian friends I made and for the sound biblical teaching I received 
from the staff.  

I remember the fi rst time I attended Bash Week at CCH. As a freshman, I only 
knew one other person and stuck to her like glue. We were giggly and rarely talk-
ed to other people, yet somehow continued to be invited to hang out with other 
CCH-ers. As the year went on, I realized that I could do things independently.  It 
was then that I began to take advantage of  all CCH had to offer – family groups, 
service trips, retreats, missions trips, and leadership opportunities (COM).  
Looking back, CCH was the place where my faith really became my own. 

A few things God taught me through my experiences at CCH:  

1. Keep the focus – It can be easy to become caught up in the fellowship aspect 
of  CCH and lose sight of  the true purpose of  the ministry. Sometimes I spent 
Wednesday night Bible study thinking about what I was going to do afterwards. 
Sometimes I was frustrated by the length of  the sermon or by the song choices, 
but then I realized something – CCH wasn’t about me. It was about growing and 
learning how I could best serve God while at EIU. This change in perspective 
made a huge difference. 

2. Reach out – I was so excited about the large group of  Christian friends I met 
at CCH. The danger in this was that I wasn’t always intentional about reaching 
out to people in my classes or at work.  I began to realize that as a student, I was 
on the mission fi eld 24/7 and it was time to rise to the challenge instead of  stay-
ing in a “bubble.” 

3. Be open to God’s plan – I am a planner and came into college knowing 
exactly what I wanted to do:  study English education, meet my spouse, gradu-
ate engaged, and then move back to Schaumburg with my husband to teach at 
my old high school. Aside from receiving my degree, none of  this happened – I 
didn’t meet “the one.” But, God’s ‘post-graduation’ plan for me has turned out 
to be so much better than anything I ever could’ve imagined … 

In August, I’m moving to Mexico to work with a missions organization called 
“Niños de México.” NDM is made up of  four Christian homes that take in 
abandoned, abused, and orphaned children. After doing a summer internship 
(and a lot of  praying), I felt God leading me back. I’ll be teaching English and 
leading girls’ Bible studies. The idea of  loving on these children brings such joy 
to my heart. I am humbled to be a part of  God’s work in Mexico and thankful 
for the way CCH has helped prepare me for this role. 

Board Spotlight — Stacy Tedrick

-Arizona trip 2008 - at the Grand Canyon

-Mexico: in the van on the way to the Agape home

-Ugly Sweater Party at CCH

Wisdom of A Leaving Senior by Megan Kvistad

Stacy Tedrick is a 2000 EIU graduate in Business Management.  He 
was very actively involved in CCH as a student/student leader, and has 
served on the Board of Directors since 2002.  He has been our Board 
Secretary for the past 4 years.  Stacy is originally from Lincoln, IL, 
where he now lives with his wife, Debbie (also a CCH alumna and for-
mer board member) and his two children, Wesley (4), and Lauren (2).
Stacy is employed as a Client Services Director by Brad Neal & Assoc., 
in Lincoln.  We are blessed to have Stacy serving on our board.
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Naomi Evans
What was your major?
I was an English major with Professional Writing 
and History minors

Hometown?
Rockford, IL

What do you do for fun?
I like to read, watch old movies (from the 30s-50s), hopefully 
get into some scrapbooking this year,  hanging out with friends 
and family playing games or just doing whatever comes up

Music you enjoy?
Bebo Norman, JJ Heller, Kari Jobe, 
Francesca Battistelli, Owl City 

Top 3 movies?
Singing in the Rain, To Kill a Mockingbird, Pride and Prejudice 
(new version)

Describe your involvement in Campus House as a student.
As a student coming in freshman year I went to almost all of  the CCH 
events because I wanted to get involved. During my Sophmore year I 
became the Encouragement Team Leader, and my Junior year I started 
on COM and lead family groups until I graduated. I also went on the 
Arizona missions trip the last 2 years to serve on the San Carlos Apache 
Reservation with a ministry called Arizona Reservation Ministries(ARM).

Why campus ministry?
I wanted to work with campus ministry because I knew this is such a 
crucial time in peoples lives. This is the time that students are breaking 
out on their own and learning and developing who they are, and who 
they are going to be. I know campus ministry is an extremely effective 
way to help guide students in developing their walks with Christ and 
reaching out to them in this time in their lives because of  the ways that it 
has helped me, and I knew I wanted to be a part of  that. 

What do you hope to see happen through your internship?
I hope to build relationships with the students and be a mentor and 
friend as they grow in their walks with God. I also will be leading the 
Prayer Action Group this year and I hope to help people realize the real 
importance of  prayer in our lives. And whatever else God has planned!

Future plans after internship?
Yet to be determined...

Seth Passfi eld
What was your major?
I earned a BS in Professional Aviation Flight Technology and 
an AS in General Aviation Flight Technolgy

Hometown?
Rochester, IL

What do you do for fun?
Fly airplanes, travel, geocache, bike, 
spend time outdoors, and time with friends.

Music you enjoy?
Matthew Thomas originals, pretty much anything except rap, 
or extremely heavy metal. But I’m pretty easy going. I enjoy 
just a basic acoustic guitar. 

Top 3 movies?
This is tough - Sherlock Holmes, To Save a Life, 16R (I’m 

thinking Roger’s probably the only other person who’s heard of  this 
movie)

Describe your involvement in Campus House as a student.
At Indiana State University Christian Student Fellowship, I served as a 
connection group (our form of  small groups) leader for three years.  My 
Junior year I moved into a position of  Student Leadership, much like 
your (COM) groups - just a much smaller group. I served both of  these 
positions my last two years.  While at ISU I was involved with our mis-
sion trips, Bible studies, and our multitude of  student activities.  

Why campus ministry? 
I like to claim myself  as a “product of  campus ministry,” meaning the 
impact that ISU CSF had on my life has changed me completely.  I was 
moved and impacted so much that I, in a sense, fell in love, and have 
found that it’s a home for me.  I saw how campus ministry impacted me 
in my life at such a young age and realized there is a great need for this. 

What do you hope to see happen through your internship?
I’d like to use the internship to bridge the gap between college and my 
career. As for my hopes, I’d like to see growth personally in my life as 
well as a chance to explore options and network with many people in the 
ministry.

Future plans after internship?
Well right now - none.  I love fl ying, and I have found ministry is attrac-
tive. Now tying the two together would be ideal.  Possibly mission fl ying? 
We’ll see what God has in store of  me.

Meet The New Interns

Seth Passfi eld

New Secretary — Lydia Witsmany
We are proud to introduce you to the newest addition to the CCH  staff.  
Lydia Witsman is originally from Macon, IL, and attended EIU from 
2001-2005.  During her time at EIU, she was actively involved in CCH.  
She and her husband, Nathan (also a CCH alum), live in Charleston.  
They attend Broadway Christian Church in Mattoon.  Lydia also works 
part time at CVS as a pharmacy tech.  Lydia enjoys outdoor activities…
and she is an avid St. Louis Cardinals fan.  And, she enjoys spending 
quality time with her family and friends.  We are excited to have Lydia 
as our new secretary/bookkeeper.

Naomi Evans



Weddings

Babies
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What’s New With Our Alumni
Alumni News July 2010

ᴥ Micky Deming and Mary Catherine Richmond were married 
 on March 20, 2010.
ᴥ  John Tellier and Meghan McHaney were married April 10, 2010.
ᴥ  Andy McGilliard & Ally Schuster were married on May 22, 2010.  
ᴥ  Barry Hudek and Patty Berry were married on June 5, 2010.

ᴥ Jake and Jenn Tolbert have been blessed with the adoption of   
 their little girl, Micah Hope.  Micah was born on Nov. 2, 2009,  
 weighing 6 lbs 12 oz and 19 inches long. She was placed in the 
 Tolbert’s hands on Nov. 5th, 2009. Her legal Adoption Day 
 was May 7, 2010! 
ᴥ Rachel & Robert Simmons celebrated the birth of  Jacob Robert  
 on March 5 at 7:22.  Jacob weighed 9 pounds 10 ounces and was  
 22 in long.
ᴥ Matt and Shannon Anderson celebrated the birth of  their daugh 
 ter, Ruby Evangeline, on March 9, 2010, at 8:01 am.  Ruby was 
 20 ½ inches long and weighed 7 lb 7 oz.
ᴥ Derek and Jana Pollock welcomed Carter Easton into the world  
 on March 11, 2010, at 6:36 am.  Carter was 21 ¾ inches long and  
 weighed 7 lb 7 oz.  
ᴥ Brookelyn and Jason Anhalt celebrate the birth of  their third son,  
 Micah Jason Anhalt.  Micah was born on March 22 at 4:57 a.m.,  
 weighing 7 lbs. 14 oz., 21 inches long. 

We are sad to share that, Kristin Helm, 33, passed away on 
May 15.  Kristin graduated from EIU in 1999 with a degree 
in Environmental Biology.  In 2004 she was diagnosed with 
a brain tumor. She struggled bravely and with little complaint 
against this diffi culty for nearly six years.  Kristin was very 
active at the Campus House.  She was baptized at one of  our 
Winter Retreats and shared how she came to Campus House 
to make friends and she ended up getting to know Jesus.  We 
are grateful for the time we had with Kristin.
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Condolences

Babies (continued)

ᴥ Brad and Charlee Heller celebrated the birth of  Caleb  
 Joseph on April 12, 2010, at 9:00 AM!   He was 7 lbs 7 oz.  
 and 19.5 inches.
ᴥ Ben and Joanne Miller welcomed their fifth son, Zechariah  
 Matthew, on May 11 at 9:52 am. Baby  Zeke was 9 lbs 4 oz  
 and 21 inches long.
ᴥ Jerry and Melissa Schreck celebrated the birth of  Claire  
 Clemence at 4:28pm on Friday, May 14th. She weighed 
 8 lb 6 oz. and was 19 inches long.
ᴥ Brent and Mandi Walters welcomed Caleb Scott at 3:26  
 pm on May 21.  Caleb weighed 9 lbs 3 oz and was 21.5  
 inches long.
ᴥ Brad and Danah Himes welcomed Simon Bradley at  
 4:20pm on Friday, May 28th. He weighed 9 lb 
 and was 22 inches long.


