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Recently I had the tremendous privilege of  
leading a group of  7 great girls on a mission 
trip to Arizona Reservation Ministries (ARM). 
When I fi rst started planning this trip, I never 
could have imagined how awesome it would be 
and the things God would have in store for us 
all. What an adventure we had!

If  you are familiar with ARM at all, you may 
know that it is a prayer focused ministry. I 
believe this stems largely from the life of  
prayer that is lived by its founders, Dale and 
Diana Lawrence. As we worked with Diana, 
we were greatly challenged by her heart of  
prayer. Nothing is too small or too big for 
her to bring before the Lord…at any time of  
day. It was especially neat for me as a leader 
to see how her heart of  prayer began to catch 
on with all of  the girls in my group. During 
our nightly devotion time, we began to spend 
more and more time in prayer. We prayed for 
one another, for family and friends at home, 
for the ARM staff  and their needs, and we also 
began to pray for strangers that we met along 
the way. We asked God to give us opportuni-
ties to bless people and meet needs, and He did 
exactly that. We had the opportunity to get gas 

her love for the Apache people catching on to 
the members of  our group. I was delighted to 
see one of  our girls taking the initiative to pray 
with two women that day. A few of  our girls 
are even considering moving back to Arizona 
to work with ARM and the Apache people 
someday. Praise God for the amazing things 
He does in our lives when we are willing and 
ready to serve Him!

■ Lyndsey Kirk

for a man whose car had run out of  fuel, sing 
Happy Mother’s Day to a mother at the Grand 
Canyon, bless a girl who was biking across the 
U.S., and share the love and light of  Jesus with 
several people who crossed our paths. It was 
amazing to see how God worked in us and 
through us, especially as we began to spend 
more time focused on Him in prayer.

Our group also had the opportunity to lay the 
foundation for a new house on the reserva-
tion. Our fi rst step was to set the cornerstone 
and then we set the rest of  the foundation 
by it. This took a long time, but it was crucial 
that we got it right so that the house would be 
level and the foundation would be solid. What 
a great visual metaphor for the importance of  
Christ being the cornerstone around which we 
build the foundation of  our lives! On Friday we 
loaded up the ARM bus with games, popcorn, 
sno-cones, food, and clothing to give away, 
and we went out to an area of  the reservation 
where ARM has not yet worked. Our group 
supervised the games and food, freeing up the 
ARM staff  to walk around, meet people, talk 
with families, and pray for them. Again, it was 
awesome to see Diana’s heart of  prayer and 
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Last year was a colorful year for me, working 
in southern Africa after studying International 
Development.  My time was adventurous (visit-
ing mighty Victoria Falls and captivating wildlife 
parks), though it was more importantly inten-
tional as I participated daily in urban African 
community life and non-profi t work – a con-
coction of  hustle bustle and “hakuna matata.”  
There, I sought to leave a positive imprint while 
looking ahead to a similar career path.  Exactly 
what career path?  Little did you know you just 
signed up for International Development 101 – 
Christian college version.  Get your notes ready… 
here we go!
Perhaps you’ve heard of  World Vision or Oxfam.  
Such international organizations (called non-
governmental organizations or ‘NGOs’) often 
hire folks from around the globe to work, well, 
around the globe, chipping away at poverty faced 
by much of  the world’s population (previously 
called the “Third World” but now the “Major-
ity World” or “Developing Countries”).  Some 
NGOs are large, some small, some have a broad 
scope of  activities, but often they have a special 
focus – like child sponsorship, sustainable agricul-
ture, micro-fi nance, public health, disaster relief, 
or peace & justice.  Maybe you sponsor a child or 
have given alternative Christmas gifts by donating 
money to provide, say, a lamb for a poor Bolivian 
farmer.  If  so, you’re at least vaguely familiar with 
such groups.  
Chances are, though, you’ve never heard of  
Habakkuk Trust, Isaiah’s Umuzi Wothando, 
Durban’s Children Care Centre, or Growing Na-
tions Trust.  These are not international NGOs 
– they’re small local groups taking initiative to 
improve their communities in Zimbabwe, South 

Africa, and Lesotho.  And these are only 4 of  the 
millions of  hometown non-profi ts around the 
globe.
Though countless groups and dollars are working 
to improve people’s livelihoods, it’s not simple 
work.  It involves a complex weave of  socioeco-
nomics, politics, culture, spirituality, history, and 
the environment.  Somewhat daunting stuff!
However, for Christian-based groups, the motiva-
tion is sharing God’s loving, empowering, and 
radical good news of  redemption and salvation, 
both for this age and the age to come.  Redemp-
tion and salvation of  the darkest parts of  our 
universe – from large-scale systems of  injustice 
down to the soul of  every person.  Pretty exciting 
stuff!
Okay.  CCH is a U.S. campus ministry.  What’s 
the relevance?  Traditionally, NGOs, “Developed 
Countries,” and even Christian missions have 
approached aid using “top-down,” relatively 
patronizing methods in poorer communities with 
mixed results at best.  Today, with globalization, 
the spread of  education, languages, past lessons 
learned – and for Christians, worldwide Church 
growth – we are recognizing that we can and 
should work on more equal footing with local 
people, embracing their gifts and knowledge.  
And who exactly will be blazing these new, hope-
fully improved future trails?  Today’s college kids!  
As I join CCH’s staff, I humbly hope to help 
a new generation of  globally-minded Christ-
followers to “act justly, love mercy, and walk 
humbly before God” in genuine partnership with 
the global Church as our world becomes more 
interconnected day by day.
And here’s an A+ for Day 1…if  you read this far. 

■ Elise Whitlatch    

SERVING BEYOND
OUR WALLS

NEW INTERN 
ANTHONY PRITCHARD
From Altamont, IL Anthony graduated 
Eastern Illinois University with a degree in 
Recreation Administration after serving four 
years in the U.S. Air Force.

Always having had a heart for ministry 
Anthony is beginning to seek that path with 
an internship at Christian Campus House. 
He will be working with Oilbelt  Christian 
Service Camp for the summer and beginning 
his internship in August.

We are excited to have Anthony’s talents and 
heart for ministry as part of our team this 
coming year.

WE CELEBRATE the faithfulness of  the fol-

lowing students and graduates who have 

committed their summer to serving the 

Lord through various missions, both state-

side and abroad.  Please pray for God to 

work his kingdom purposes in and through 

these men and women.

Ben Pertl – Kenya

Courtney Huff  – Little Galilee Camp, IL

Emily Sinkes- Ministry to Muslims, Spain

Jocelyn Davis – Romania

Jocelyn Swanson - Traverse City, MI

Jordan Jones - Zimbabwe

Josh Grondin – Joplin Disaster Relief

Keia Powell – Campus Ministry, Spain 

Kelly Inda - Church Planting with PowerPlant

Rachel Kinzinger - DuBois Center Camp, IL

Sarah Eddy – Hungary 

Sarah Englert -  Yellowstone National Park 

Sarah Henderson - Australia

Sean Rychly- San Carlos Apache Reservation, AZ

Shelby Dempsey - Kenya
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