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LOADS OF LAUNDRY.  A half-empty suit-
case on the fl oor.  Receipts and wrap-
pers stuffed in my purse and in my car’s 

various nooks and crannies.  While showering 
and sleeping in my own place and seeing family 
is wonderful, one of  the least fun parts of  a 
mission trip is coming home!  Yes, the unpack-
ing and cleaning contributes to that.   But so 
does watching the team part ways for summer, 
hoping they do well at re-entering their own 
culture but as changed people.  There’s a sad-
ness upon leaving the community you’ve come 
to know and respect.  There’s the scattering of  
the team (our new little family) and the sudden 
absence of  the daily jokes, prayers, and conver-
sations about the silly and the serious.  There 
was a week full of  adventures and daily chal-
lenges that stretch you.  Then readjustment to 
a day-to-day rhythm where things again are…
normal.  And this doesn’t include the inner 
struggle of  those who travelled to materially 
poor places, giving them a new appreciation 
for the non-material things in life and a new 
scepticism of  a culture obsessed with more, 
More, MORE stuff.

If  you’ve been on a mission trip, you probably 
could’ve written the exact paragraph above. 

You MIGHT have even gone with CCH:  Mex-
ico, ARM, Haiti, JPUSA, Costa Rica.  Writing 
this at my kitchen table, the above paragraph is 
exactly what’s happening in my life.  

Our Haiti team returned 3 days ago from a 
town in northeast Haiti called Cercady.  We’re 
hopeful this new partnership, facilitated by 
“410 Bridge”, will be a meaningful venture for 
years to come, God-willing.  

In Haiti, there’s a saying: “Beyond mountains 
there are more mountains.”  And we felt this 
proverb every day!  The road to Cercady was 
more like an off-road excursion through the 
Rockies.  We were “dancing with no music” 
according to Charles, our driver, as he navi-
gated the 4WD truck through rivers and over 
boulders, slowing for stray chickens or goats, to 
arrive at the small mountainside farming village 
of  3,000 people.  

The trucks eventually stopped in the yard of  a 
small concrete church and school where the lo-
cal “Leadership Council” waited to welcome us 
“home.”  This group of  13 Christian men and 
women works with “410 Bridge” to prioritize 
and tackle the needs of  Cercady.  Over the 
course of  the next 4 days, we worshipped with 
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them Sunday at church. We heard their per-
sonal testimonies of  coming to Christ. We 
sang and played with their children and oth-
ers from the village. We learned how to bake 
bread with the local baker. We painted grey 
cement school walls with a coat of  cheery 
yellow.  And, we walked to houses down dirt 
paths to pray with those there.  All of  these 
experiences were planned by Council mem-
bers, who accompanied us during each one.  
Direction and leadership by local Christians 
is the heartbeat of  410’s work around the 
world…and what a life-giving heartbeat that 
is!  Seeing how God is empowering local 
believers to tackle poverty and the spiritual 
needs in Cercady deeply encouraged us.  Yes, 
they’re facing many challenges (like voodoo 
and lack of  access to clean water and health 
clinics). But they’re also experiencing many 
triumphs (like making new disciples and 
building new public restrooms).

Want more insight on how God’s working 
in Cercady and what our partnership there 
looks like?  Keep reading!  This month’s 
newsletter is dedicated to sharing the multi-
faceted partnership we’re embarking on here 
at CCH!   ■
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WEEK OF WATER Meet Quedmara!
If  you’re an alum, remember the “Com-
passion Cans”?  (Coffee cans to collect 
loose change for sponsored children.)  
Currently, we’re sponsoring this precious 
little girl from Cercady...And we got to 
MEET HER on this trip!

by Jessi Walker, Student

IN THE COMMUNITY OF Cercady, Haiti, 
nearly 3,000 people lack access to 
clean drinking water, leaving adults 

and children in the community at risk for 
multiple water borne illnesses as well as 
dehydration. Currently, the organization, 
“410 Bridge”, is raising money to help the 
people of  Cercady gain access to clean, 
safe water. Through a clean water line, the 
risk of  disease for the people of  Cercady 
will be drastically reduced, and quality of  
life will be improved for thousands of  
people.

In a weeklong campaign called “Week of  
Water for Cercady, Haiti,” students from 
Christian Campus House were challenged 
to drink only water for one week, and to 
give up other beverages such as coffee, tea, 
and soda. At the end of  the week, students 
were asked to donate the money they saved 
in order to help fund the construction of  
the clean water line in Cercady. In addition 
the Week of  Water campaign raised aware-
ness on campus as well.

Early one morning, 21 water jugs were 
placed around Eastern’s campus. Just to re-
trieve water, the average distance a woman 
must walk in developing countries is four 
miles per day, and the average weight of  
this often dirty water is 44 pounds. In soli-
darity with the people all over the world 
that have to carry their water every day, 
the label on each water jugs instructed any 
student on campus who found it to pick 
up the water and carry it with them, then 
to place the jug outside the building they 
were entering. The labels also included the 
hashtag #walkwithwater, and asked stu-

dents to take a picture and post on social 
media sites where the jugs had traveled. 
The response from this project was very 
exciting! Students placed coins in the 
jugs to support the water line, and posted 
photos (which can still be seen by search-
ing the hashtag,) showing students carrying 
the jugs all over campus, learning about the 
world’s water crisis in the process. 
Giving up other beverages and only drink-
ing water for a week was a sacrifi ce. But 
for many the world over our easily ob-
tained clean water would be a dream come 
true. To help students understand their 
experience, we held a water fi ltering simu-
lation at the end of  the campaign. 
Teams of  students had to retrieve a 5 
gallon bucket of  water from the campus 
pond. Once they carried the bucket back 
to CCH, the teams had to fi lter the water 
the best they could, using supplies such 
as 2 liter bottles, rocks, sand, and coffee 
fi lters. The simulation also included a time 
for participants to sit down together and 
talk about what they had experienced and 
learned during the “Week of  Water”.
So far, the Week of  Water campaign has 
raised approximately $600 through the do-
nations of  many generous people, and 410 
Bridge is hopeful that they will be able to 
begin construction on the new water line 
and fi ltration system this year. 
God has done, and continues to do, 
incredible things through CCH and the 
Week of  Water campaign, and I hope that 
lives will continue to be changed both here 
at CCH and around the world.  ■ 

Name:  Quedmara Orzil!

Nickname:   Mara 

Birthday: 6/29/2007

She is in the 2nd grade at Notre Dame 
primary school and enjoys math.

Her father, a farmer, and her mother have 
seven children.  She is the next to last 
child among them.

One way to pray for her:

Quedmara’s toe was swollen when we met 
her and she was walking with a limp.  An 
infection seems to have set in after she 
stepped on a thorn or plant.  She travelled 
to a hospital but we’re not sure if  the visit 
helped.  Pray for her health & healing.

ANNUAL BANQUET 2015
This year’s banquet was very special!  Over 200 stu-
dents, parents, alumni, and friends from supporting 
churches enjoyed a great evening of  fellowship, 
worship, and celebration of  our theme, “Poured 
Out.”  This year’s program was a fi rst for us.  For 
the fi rst time, each of  our full time campus minis-
ters shared their hearts about their own passion for 
this ministry.  We are very grateful for all those who 
came and for all who shared in the offering, which 
totaled $19,657.50.  Thank you all so much!

ANNUAL BANQUET 2016
Mark your calendars now, and please be sure to join 
us for our Annual Banquet on Saturday, April 9th, 
2016.


