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BY NOW, YOU LIKELY KNOW that I am 
retiring from CCH. I am now in my 
33rd year here, my 38th year of  campus 

ministry, and my 44th year of  ministry, overall. 
July 31st will be my last day with Christian 
Campus House. By the time you read this, I 
will have slightly more than a month left.

When I decided to retire, my greatest concern 
for the future had nothing to do with my own 
plans or even Sue’s and my fi nancial stability 
in retirement. No, my greatest concern swirled 
around the future of  this ministry. I longed to 
leave this ministry in good hands. I was deeply 
concerned about the coming transition to my 
successor (whoever that would be). My heart’s 
cry and my prayers all begged God to help us 
choose a great successor and make that transi-
tion “successful.” The staff  and the board 
shared this concern. We have all worked very 
hard to make this succession… “successful.”

Well, I am thrilled to report that Matthew 
Thomas is going to do a tremendous job of  
taking over the reins of  this ministry after I 
am gone. Matthew is now in his 13th year on 
staff  with us, so he certainly knows a lot about 

how this ministry works, and what can make it 
grow. He has proven himself  to be a man of  
integrity, authenticity and vision. He possesses 
a heart for college-age young people, and he 
possesses both the mature spiritual gifts and 
copious natural talents which will enable him 
to lead this ministry into its “next step.” 

Matthew and I have been sharing the preaching 
responsibilities for quite a while now, and he 
has blossomed into a very profi cient com-
municator of  God’s truth. I love the fact that 
Matthew has the respect and full and enthu-
siastic support of  our other career ministry 
staff, Danah Himes and Elise Omulokoli. I 
am also thrilled that Matthew’s wife, Sarah, 
shares the excitement we all feel about his new 
role at CCH. Her blessing on this process is a 
precious gift because she knows full well how 
committed spouses must be when they share 
life and ministry.

We have been incrementally transitioning 
leadership away from me and into the hands 
of  Matthew, and I could not have dreamed 
of  a smoother transition. God certainly has 
answered my heart’s desire and my prayers. 

NEXT STEPS:
RETIREMENT AND BEYOND 
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Any concerns I had at the beginning of  the 
transition process have been laid to rest, and 
I am bathed in confi dence for CCH’s future.

I pray fervently for your continued support 
and generosity for the ongoing work of  this 
ministry.  Through your prayers and through 
your generous fi nancial support, God will 
continue to bless this place, and it will 
continue to reach large numbers of  young 
people who desperately need Jesus. Thank 
you for your support. And thank you for my 
32+ years here. I am blessed indeed.  ■

by ROGER SONGER
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Roger Songer and Matthew Thomas 
on  Roger’s last sunday at Campus House
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STUDENT STORY Mission Trips!
by Chris Fryer, Senior Music Performance Major

SO MY STORY... 

It’s not espe-
cially exciting or 
revelatory, but hey, 
any story of  a per-
son coming to know 
Jesus is important. 

As a kid, I grew up 
Catholic because my 

parents were Catholic.  I was “baptized” as 
a baby, by my parent’s decision, and later went 
to a Catholic grade school.  I was taught all 
the traditions of  the Catholic faith which, 
frankly, were only boring and meaningless 
to me.  I never understood church.  I never 
understood why we took communion.  
And I never understood why we had to 
stand up and sit down every two minutes. 

In 4th grade my family moved and I trans-
ferred to a Lutheran school. As I met new 
friends and learned a new denomination, I 
began getting involved with the Lutheran 
church while still attending the Catholic 
church with my family.  I went to church 
and considered myself  a good Christian 
boy, despite the actual shallowness of  my 
faith.  Going to church didn’t stop me 
from getting into an unhealthy relationship 
in high school, getting slightly involved 
with recreational drugs, and getting heav-
ily involved in an immoral lifestyle.  My 
girlfriend and I graduated high school and 
went to separate colleges, deciding to give 
long distance a try. 

My college roommate at EIU, Luke Hearn, 
and I met on a roommate website (Room-

sync) and it just so happens we were per-
fect for each other.  Take that, E-harmony!  
We decided to try out CCH because of  
a little fl ier we got in the mail, and it was 
cool I guess.  Luke got very involved… 
and I kind of  followed him around, but I 
was still hanging out with some bad infl u-
ences trying to “fi nd myself.” 

After cheating on my (ex) girlfriend, we 
broke up.  I found myself  clinging to my 
roommate Luke, who was the spiritual 
rock in my life at that time.  After a year 
of  attending CCH, reading my Bible, and 
having accountability meetings with Luke 
and another friend, Lucas Fain, I made the 
decision, on my own, to truly follow Jesus 
Christ and his teachings. 

I was baptized by my own decision during 
my sophomore year and haven’t stopped 
growing since. I have been reading like a 
crazy man, starting new Godly relation-
ships, and am now a student leader at 
CCH.  I also now have a great fi ancée that 
continues to encourage me in my faith and 
teach me how to love. 

It truly is amazing how God can become 
your best friend, your teacher, your Father, 
and Savior despite a sketchy past.  And 
it’s funny how obeying His word seems to 
help everything else fall into place.  This 
is not to say that I don’t have struggles.  
But I hope my story encourages conversa-
tion (feel free to talk to me any time) and 
perhaps plants a seed for someone else to 
consider seeking God and changing his/
her life story. 
So, that’s my story.  Thanks for reading.

We took a team of  four 
girls to Globe, AZ. where 
we were able to serve 
Arizona Reservation 
Ministries and the Apache 
people by tiling the fl oor 
of  a concrete home, laying 
wood fl ooring, painting, 
and tiling a shower. We 
also were blessed to be 

part of  a week long prayer walk with the ARM bus 
ministry as we helped kids learn to pray for change 
in their own neighborhoods.

ANNUAL BANQUET 2016
This year’s banquet was very special!  
430 students, parents, alumni, and friends 
from supporting churches attended to 
help us honor Roger’s thirty-two years 
of  service here at the Christian Campus 
House.  We are very grateful for all those 
who came and for all who shared in the 
offering, which totaled $34,200.00.  
Thank you all so much!

ANNUAL BANQUET 2017
Mark your calendars now, and please be 
sure to join us for our Annual Banquet 
next year. The date is Saturday, April 
8th, 2017.

Cercady, Haiti
For our 2nd year back in 
Cercady, Haiti, our team 
of  3 guys and 3 ladies 
had many meaningful 
experiences: acting out the 
Parable of  the Lost Sheep 
(feat. local kids as sheep!), 
prayer walking with local 
Christians through the 
town, meeting 2 sponsored 

children, and working alongside the community as 
they literally laid the foundation of  a school for the 
children.

With the Center for 
Student Missions (CSM), a 
team from Campus House 
went to Nashville, TN, 
where they helped local 
inner-city ministries in 
their work.  They glimpsed 
the joys & challenges of  
urban ministry as they 
encountered community 

gardening, homelessness, and refugees fi rsthand.

Globe, AZ

Nashville, TN

If you know someone coming to CCH next fall, let them know about our 
firstweek events!  Here’s the schedule for this coming August:

Sun, Aug 21
 10:30 am - Morning Worship
 2:00 pm - Ultimate Frisbee
Mon, Aug 22 @ 6 pm
 Burger Bash
Tue, Aug 23 @ 7 pm 
 Culture Shock: 
 Global Fun & Games

Wed, Aug 24 @ 7 pm
 Night of Worship
Thurs, Aug 25 @ 7 pm
 Pancake Palooza!
Fri, Aug 26 @ 7 pm
 Lawn Party - Games and Movie
Sun, Aug 28 @ 12 pm
 Pizza Lunch (after worship)
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