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I was recently asked if  working in campus min-
istry is emotionally diffi cult because the students 
we build relationships with change year after 
year.  Each semester, we start with a fresh batch 
of  freshman or transfers but also with some 
holes left from those who just graduated and 
moved on.  This continual infl ow and outfl ow 
of  people in our lives calls for constant get-to-
know-you questions, constant conversations 
about life’s big events like marriage, jobs, family 
crises... and constant goodbyes.

And those are just the changes that occur on the 
up-close-and-personal “street view” level.  

Another adjustment that is constant and critical 
is the need to “zoom out” and be ever mindful 
of  what’s going on with various bigger pictures:  

   - With the generational climate.
   - With the EIU campus climate and context.
   - With the “big C” Church’s climate…what’s 
      going on in the Body of  Christ.

After all, what’s going on in the Church is shap-
ing those incoming students we’ll meet in the 
fall.  What’s going on with EIU’s climate affects 
the mission fi eld we and our students are now 
trying to reach.  And what’s going on with this 
generation infl uences what effective ministry 
looks like both now AND in the future when 
they’re back with (or attending for the fi rst time) 

a local church.  Attempting to connect with 
college students in the same ways that people 
did during the 90’s “Shine Jesus Shine” or 2000’s 
“Amazing Love” era just doesn’t work.  I recall 
from my college days sitting outdoors with a few 
friends and a guitar and spontaneously singing 
praise choruses.  The “worship circle” was defi -
nitely a thing!  Not so much anymore.

--- So let’s zoom out for a little bit ---

Refl ecting on what we, as a staff, have seen and 
read in books, articles, and Barna research, cur-
rent young people are increasingly “unchurched” 
upon entering college.  They have less experi-
ence attending church or being around family 
for whom a devoted life of  following Jesus is 
a reality.  They’ve survived 18 years without 
needing “organized religion,” so why would they 
need it now?

Additionally, in an age of  increasing concerns 
over privacy and security, the ability to contact 
students to let them know about CCH has 
become harder.  Last year, we faced a new policy 
change at the university and can no longer send 
the mass mailed First Week event fl yers (or 
any other mass mailing) to students living on 
campus.

On the other hand, we do enjoy support from 
various EIU departments who see the value in 
what campus ministries bring. And they have 
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been very open to brainstorming mutually 
benefi cial efforts to connect with students, 
like providing free dining hall meals to stu-
dents visiting EIU because of  our ministry.

As you can imagine, even just these few big-
ger picture items has potential to assist or de-
rail ministry efforts.  Although many students 
nowadays aren’t as determined as their parents 
or grandparents to get involved in formal 
Christian communities such as CCH, these 
students “get” relationships (even in spite of  
social media’s effects!).  They understand that 
purposeful conversation is more likely to spur 
people toward spiritual thinking more than 
pre-crafted evangelistic tools (although those 
can have a place in assisting people’s under-
standing of  God). Also, the new inability to 
“get the word out” to EIU’s residence halls 
could either cause us to become frustrated 
and less motivated to connect with campus 
OR might just get our brainstorming juices 
going in new directions that might even be 
more effective.

So, is campus ministry emotionally diffi cult 
because of  the constant change?  It certainly 
can be.  But it also can be quite exciting to 
search for the direction the Holy Spirit’s wind 
is blowing and be part of  seeing the changes 
He affects along the way!
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MEET THE INTERN
by Chris Fryer

Last year we went 
from a staff  of  six 
(four career staff  
and two interns) to 
a staff  of  three.  It 
was the fi rst full 
year we did not 
have an intern since 
2004.

We are very excited 
to have Chris Fryer 

join us this year as a full-time intern for the 
2017-2018 school year.  He will be a valu-
able part of  the ministry that goes on here 
and we would like you to get to know him 
a little better.  So we asked him to tell us a 
little about himself  here.

What was your major?
I was a music performance major with a 
concentration in trumpet.

Hometown?
Born and raised in Bloomington, IL.

What do you do for fun?
I mostly read and drink coffee, but also 
enjoy working out and playing sports when 
I have time, and binge watching Netfl ix 
with my wife is always fun. 

Music you enjoy?
Everything. I listen to worship and Chris-
tian music a lot, but I love fi nding new 
things to listen to whether it’s rap, country, 
or classical music. 

3 books I really like?
Oh man. I’ve read quite a few so I will 
probably just be choosing some recent 

favorites. In the Grip of  Grace by Max 
Lucado, Questioning Evangelism by Randy 
Newman, and The Five Love Languages 
by Gary Chapman are all great ones that I 
think about basically every day. 

Describe your involvement in Campus 
House as a student.
I was kind of  just a Sunday morning 
church-goer freshman year of  college, but 
with the help of  my roommate at the time 
I got more involved once I fi gured out 
what pursuing a relationship with Christ 
really looked like. Once I was baptized my 
sophomore year I started getting involved 
with Wednesday night Bible study, life 
groups, and other events at CCH. I was 
graciously invited to apply and be on COM 
(now Leadership Team) my junior year and 
have since facilitated a life group and men-
tored some other guys in the ministry. 

Why campus ministry?
Free food and coffee, of  course! Just kid-
ding. College is such a pivotal moment in 
someone’s life. It is a time where inde-
pendence is developed, and one can make 
decisions without a guardian hovering over 
them. Those decisions can set them up for 
the rest of  their lives.  If  I can do anything 
to show them the love of  Christ, help 
them make the decision, and equip them 
to follow him sincerely, it will set them up 
for a life of  purpose, peace, and joy.  What 
could be better than that? 

What do you hope to see happen 
through your internship?
I hope to see a lot of  personal growth. I 

ANNUAL 
BANQUET 2017
A huge “Thank You” to all who came 
and celebrated 47 years of  ministry here 
at CCH during our Annual Banquet on 
April 8th.  It was a great night of  seeing 
old friends, meeting parents, and hearing 
some amazing stories from our current 
students.
We are blessed to have such wonderful 
alumni and supporting churches that take 
a personal interest in the goings-on of  
this ministry and the students’ lives.
We are very grateful for all those who 
came and for all who shared in the offer-
ing, which totaled $7,532.17.  
Thank you all so much!

ANNUAL 
BANQUET 2018
Mark your calendars now, and please be 
sure to join us for our Annual Banquet 
next year. 
The date is Saturday, April 7th, 2018.

If you know someone coming to CCH next fall, let them know about our 
firstweek events!  Here’s the schedule for this coming August:

Sun, Aug 20
 10:30 am - Morning Worship
Mon, Aug 21 @ 6 pm
 Burger Bash
Tue, Aug 22 @ 6 pm 
 Ultimate Frisbee
Wed, Aug 23 @ 7 pm
 Night of Worship

Thurs, Aug 24 @ 7 pm
 Ice Cream Carnival
Fri, Aug 25 @ 7 pm
 Lawn Party - Games and Movie
Sat, Aug 26 @ 7 pm
 Scavenger Hunt and Bonfi re
Sun, Aug 27 @ 12 pm
 Pizza Lunch (after worship)
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want to be the best servant I can be, and I 
think the internship is an amazing op-
portunity to study and practice disciplines 
that will strengthen my faith and make me 
a better leader and example. More directly, 
I hope to see where my strengths are in 
ministry. I really enjoy reading, study, and 
sharing what I learn with others. With this, 
I plan to pursue and work on large group 
speaking, as well as mentoring individuals. 
I hope my love of  knowledge and study 
can practically teach others how to grow 
spiritually. In addition to this, I want to try 
my hand in many other aspects of  ministry 
to see where I can be best used.

Future plans after internship?
No plans set in stone. Haley (my wife) 
wants to pursue a graduate degree in vocal 
performance (she’s amazing). She will be 
taking the year to look at grad schools and 
apply for assistantships. Wherever she gets 
an assistantship is most likely where we 
will end up. I would probably try to fi nd 
a job (preferably campus ministry related) 
while taking online classes for a Masters 
in Divinity at Lincoln Christian University. 
This is all tentative, of  course, and we are 
both excited to see where we will end up. 
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