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Another “BASH WEEK” has come and gone as we kicked 
off  the school year this August.   Our students organized 
some fantastic events including the Ice Cream Social, 

Burger Bash, and Block Party.  However this year was different 
than years past.  The staff  and students sensed an urgency to do something different to get 
more people through our doors.  After much discussion and prayer we decided to do things 
more proactively.  Instead of  expecting them to come to us, we also need to go to them!  So 
Bash Week became very much about Outreach.   Eastern has a whole weekend of  big events 
including “Quakin’ in the Quad” and “Up All Night”.  Rather than compete with these 
events we embraced them.   To get our name out there and have a presence on campus, we 
gave our students free t-shirts with the Campus House logo and our Bash Week informa-
tion.  Students met at Campus House and then went to the EIU events in our CCH Shirts.  
They were encouraged to have a good time and given Bash Week fl iers to invite anyone 
who seemed interested.   We added a new event: “Midnight Movie Madness” in which we 
showed the movie “UP” at Midnight on Friday after EIU’s “Up All Night.”   We continued 
the standard publicity we do every year.  Students receive an all-campus mailing and we hang 
bed sheets on campus painted with our service times and event dates.   Our students set up a 
booth outside textbook rental and gave out free popsicles and a schedule of  our events. We 
posted signs in each residence hall to let students know they could meet someone in their 
lobby to come to church on that fi rst Sunday.   We hosted a free Pizza Lunch immediately 
after service on our fi rst Sunday (rather than in the evening).   Our “Newcomer Connection” 
served to help new students get to know the staff  and one another better.  We even suc-
cessfully lobbied with other campus ministries to get “Panther Palooza” (EIU’s recognized 
student organization fair) moved up to the fi rst week of  class instead of  the fourth week of  
class.  We wanted to do everything we could to let students know we are HERE and they are 
WELCOME.  The outcome?  An amazing turnout of  NEW students.  Approximately 75-
80% of  our students this year are NEW.  We’ve seen a signifi cant increase in men as well as 
Black American students.  Some people came because they noticed all the people wearing t-
shirts.  Some told us they came because of  the fl ier with the free popsicles.  Some came after 
meeting in the residence hall on that fi rst Sunday morning.   Our student leaders have been 
wonderful about connecting with new students and building community within the ministry.    
We praise God for a great start to a great year and we are looking forward to seeing how He 
is going to move and change lives for His Kingdom!    
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A Great Start
...by Danah Himes



Married at Campus House by AJ and Katrina Nowaczyk

When we fi rst moved to Charleston and began looking for a church, we 
had a desire to be involved in a community church with youth activi-
ties and a range in members’ ages (and of  course - solid teaching and 

an obvious love for God and for others).

Our home church was like that, and we really appreciated the diversity. Plus…
we were married and wanted to interact with people who could understand our 
marital struggles! We stalked church websites but planned to “try them out” the 
fi rst few weeks we were in Charleston.

When week two rolled around, we found ourselves sitting in the lounge of  
Christian Campus House on a Monday night, eating ice cream with total 
strangers!  We weren’t planning on attending CCH until the fourth week (and 
even then, we were unsure because CCH didn’t meet our “community church” 
criteria!), but we were convinced otherwise by those “strangers.” The following 
Sunday, we headed to CCH, a bit hesitant. We aren’t going to be able to relate to 
these people.  They are all probably single students whose sole focus is fi nding 
a godly spouse. Will there be seriousness about living for Jesus? By the time the 
sermon ended, we were embarrassed to admit our prior expectations, even to 
each other! The sermon was excellent; the worship was incredible; people were 
beyond friendly; and the students did not appear to be concerned about fi nding 
a spouse!

Since that very fi rst day, we have grown to really appreciate CCH! We are both 
involved in Life Groups and can see the seriousness and devotion that our fellow 
churchgoers have for God and His Son. Not only are we building relationships 
with each other, we (even as "old" married folks!) are challenging and being chal-
lenged by others in our groups. Being married doesn’t place a wall between us 
and other believers; it simply adds a different perspective on life and living out 
the gospel.

Although many people know us as the “old married couple”, CCH offers the opportunity to utilize the gifts that God has given us 
individually. AJ has a goofy temperament that seems to attract other young men, and we have been blessed to open up our apart-
ment for Madden tournaments, LOST ‘marathons’, etc. Already, we can see lifelong relationships forming! Katrina is involved with 
a few Action Groups and enjoys developing friendships while serving the church, the campus, and the community. We are thankful 
that, while we can challenge each other as a couple, God has given us opportunities to connect with others as well!

Our short time at Christian Campus House has way exceeded our expectations. We never imagined going to an all-student, only-
one-married-couple church and fi nding ourselves looking forward to the next Sunday or Wednesday night! While we aren’t able to 
help with youth activities and there is a very small age range (minus the staff), God has clearly placed us with CCH. It is a once-in-
a-lifetime chance that we could have easily missed had God not given us the craving for ice cream that led us to CCH on a “ran-
dom” Monday night. Wow, does He work in wonderful ways!

AJ and Katrina Nowaczyk out on campus...

...and at home in the kitchen



We fi nd ourselves at an “awkward” time.  What I 
mean by “awkward” is this… two of  our big-
gest long-term visions for our ministry have been 

realized, and a third is on the brink of  completion.  First, our 
vision of  expanding our building to meet the increasing needs 
of  the larger crowds—well, that vision came to fruition in 
2005 when we dedicated our new multipurpose addition.  Sec-
ond, our vision for establishing an internship program at the 
Campus House has been in full swing now for about 5 years, 
and it is doing very well.  The third component of  our long 
term, “big picture,” vision is now within our reach—just over 
the horizon.  That is, paying off  our debt for the new building.

We are, gratefully, nearing the end of  raising funds to pay 
off  our building debt.  We have about $46,000.00 remain-
ing—so our goal of  paying off  our debt is now within striking 
distance.  We hope to achieve this goal by year’s end (with your 
help).  

However, reaching these three milestones begs the question, 
“WHAT’S NEXT?”    Please allow me to provide a two-part 
answer for that question.

First, Fiscal Health
Financially, the past 6-8 years have been grueling for our min-
istry.  Our capital funds drive to pay for our new building has 
coupled with the economic slump to make this time period a 
genuine challenge, fi scally, for our general operating budget.

We know that our “Capital Funds Drive” for the building fund 
DID, in fact, hurt our general fund.  Some donors who would 
normally have been giving to our general fund moved their 
contributions to the building project.  That helped our capital 
funds drive, but it has left our general operating budget hurt-
ing.  In fact, right now, our general funds are extremely low—
the past 5 years have seen us repeatedly running in the red.  
We are passionately hoping that, as the building eventually gets 
paid off, those of  you who have been giving to pay off  our 
building debt will stay the course with us, and continue giving 
to our general fund (or move your building fund donations to 
our general fund after our mortgage is paid off).  So, the fi rst 

What's Next by Roger Songer

answer to “What’s Next?” is… bring our general budget back 
to health—getting it into the “black.”  And YOU are the key to 
that vision.

Second, expanding our ministry team — 
and defi ning what it will look like
Our “What’s Next?” question includes providing a healthy, 
thriving ministry team to lead CCH into the future.  This in-
cludes, of  course, securing stable funding for current and future 
full-time ministry staff. 

However, more crucially, the staffi ng issue demands that we 
begin NOW to cast a vision and begin to implement a plan for 
what our ministry team will look like 10 or 15 years down the 
road.  And we will have to begin to implement solutions to this 
SOON—likely within the next fi ve years.  This is a process that 
our current staff  and board have already begun to dialogue 
about and we are brainstorming solutions. 

Here is the raw truth.  I am 57 years old.  Ten- to-15 years from 
now I will be…well… old.  (Please, no jokes about, “Roger, 
look in the mirror… you have already arrived!”  Ha!).  As I age 
and approach retirement age (whatever that will be) we will 
certainly have to focus on a restructuring of  our staff  to refl ect 
the changing needs.  We will have to consider what our staff  will 
look like without me.  Please understand, I do not consider my-
self  indispensable in any way.  But the hard fact is that staying 
in a ministry for three decades or more makes my role in this 
ministry somewhat unique.  We will have to work hard to adjust 
job descriptions of  current ministry staff, and we may actually 
need to begin to bring on more staff  soon (within 5 years) as we 
begin to transition from our current model of  leadership into 
the one that will exist at my retirement.  We certainly cannot 
wait 10-15 years to begin this transition.  That would, simply, be 
too late to make intelligent, wise, and thoughtful adjustments in 
ministry roles within our leadership structure.

So, both elements of  our “What’s Next” demand a solid com-
mitment to prayer—asking God for wisdom, and God’s people 
for help.  Please partner with us on both levels as we move into 
the next “Big-Picture-Vision” for Christian Campus House.



Weddings

Babies
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What’s New With Our Alumni
Alumni News Novermber 2010

ᴥ Heather Koertge and Austin Longbons were married on July 3, 2010.
ᴥ  Brianna Barger and Ryan Tenges were married on July 31, 2010.
ᴥ  Kyle Boatright and Lisa Piasecki were married on Aug. 7, 2010.  
ᴥ  Caleb Sims and Alisha Reed were married on Sept. 18, 2010.
ᴥ  Scott Nichols and Emily Sabbath were married on Oct. 23, 2010.
ᴥ  Christina Dockus and Matt Lyon were married on Oct. 30, 2010.

ᴥ Dave & Erin Bradshaw gave birth to their first child, Hank Delman,
 on June 16, 2010.  Hank was 21" long and weighed 6 lbs 10 oz. 
ᴥ Aaron & Jennifer Mahnke welcomed Beatrice Jane on July 22.  
 Beatrice was 6 lbs 14oz and welcomed by big sister Juniper Anne.
ᴥ Rebecca & Geoff  Gates celebrated the birth of  their first daughter, 
 Delaney Grace, on Sept. 13th.  Delaney was 5 lbs 4oz and 18".
ᴥ Casey & Emily Griffith celebrated the birth of  their fourth son, 
 Justus William! Justus was born on September 17 and weighed 
 7lb 6oz.
ᴥ  Chris & Ann Cougil celebrated the birth of  their first daughter, 
 Scout Adelaide, on September 25. She was 7 lbs 7oz & 21" long. 
ᴥ  Ryan & Michelle Cohenour celebrated the birth of  their first 
 daughter, Ainsley Allison, on October 25. She was 7 lbs 9oz 
 & 21" long. 

August 30 and 31 marked the dates of  our 4th Annual Alumni  
Phonathon.  While the event only lasts 2 days there are hours 
of  preparation preceding the fi rst phone call and hours of  
processing and follow-up after the last phone call.   During the 
Phonathon 14 different students volunteered their time and 
cell phone minutes to call our alumni.  We had a good time 
touching base with our alumni and once again, God used this 
event to provide for the ministry through the generosity of  our 
alumni.

A total of  $17,065 was pledged for the ministry.  Fifty-seven 
additional people are considering a gift to the ministry or 
were unsure of  the specifi c amount they wanted to give by 
November 1.  To put things in perspective, while last year we 
had $17,316.60 in pledges and 50 considerations, over $20,000 
came in.  Hopefully we will surpass this and even reach our 
goal of  $25,000 this year!  Continue to pray for God to move 
people to give generously to help us meet our goal for the 
much needed funds for our general budget.   If  you would like 
to give towards the Phonathon you may still do so by writing 
“Phonathon” in the memo of  your check.  
Thank you to all of  you who gave!  Thank you for our coura-
geous student callers.  Thanks to our great God for always 
providing! 
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2010 Alumni Phonathon

Thank You to Alumni
Matthew and Sarah would like to thank all of  the alumni that 
so generously blessed us with the gifts and the baby seats. Your 
love is a joy to us and your friendship a blessing.


