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WHEN I WAS a college student, I dreamt of  
serving in campus ministry for 3-5 years, after 
which time I would have children, be a stay-
at-home mom, and eventually mobilize the 
church to change the world by speaking on 
social issues.  In 2002 I joined the Christian 
Campus House staff.  The 3-5 year dream has 
now surpassed 10 years!  The truth is I LOVE 
being a part of  what God is doing in the lives 
of  college students, and I intend to continue 
for many more years.  

I have loved getting to know so many different 
students and have not missed one Fall Retreat, 
Barn Dance, Christmas Party, or COM Retreat.  
I have enjoyed planning and strategizing how 
we can improve many facets of  ministry.  I 
have been blessed by working with, teaching, 
and loving excellent student leaders.  But what 
excites me most about my time here always has 
to do with the life-change I have witnessed in 
students.  

When I refl ect on the last 10 years, I think 
of  the many young women and many, many 
conversations shared in my offi ce or on a 
walk.   Every year I minister to women work-
ing through wounds from their past, working 

sponsoring and adopting children, heading up 
service and outreach in their neighborhoods, 
and serving as campus ministers and overseas 
missionaries.  As students love Jesus and love 
people I see God changing the world through 
them, and I take great delight in being a part of  
their journey! 

Our Great Lord continues to work in wonder-
ful, dynamic ways through campus ministry.  I 
thank Him for Christian Campus House, and 
I cannot imagine a better way to have spent 
these last 10 years! 

■ Danah Himes

through sinful or destructive behaviors, and 
fi nding healing and freedom from shame and 
sin.  These women are fi nding their identity 
and worth in Christ and learning how to have 
healthier perceptions and healthier relation-
ships with those around them.  I am so 
humbled to be used by God to come along-
side these women, love them, and speak his 
mercy, love, grace and wisdom into their lives.  
Though the times change and the culture shifts, 
the core issues of  the hearts and souls of  these 
women are the same.   Year after year I am so 
energized and awestruck by the way God works 
through his Spirit to transform the lives of  his 
daughters.  I see beauty, strength, freedom and 
love where there once was brokenness, fear, 
unforgiveness, and shame.   God is awesome.  

Changing the world through the church is still 
part of  my life vision, and I see God doing this 
as he transforms individuals and compels them 
to live kingdom-minded.  As students discover 
their giftedness, skills and passions, I see their 
joy and commitment to fulfi ll God’s purposes 
in their lives.  I witness students’ awareness of  
injustice become a conviction, then a passion 
that motivates them to action.  I see alumni 

DANAH: 10 YEARS AT CCH
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Danah with her 2012 COM girls



I HAVE DEFINITELY seen 
God at work in the lives 
of  many girls, including 
myself, this semester. After 
going on an evangelism 
missions trip for six weeks 
this summer, I felt convict-

ed to start a small group geared towards women 
who either didn’t know Christ or were new to 
their faith. My hope was that God would use 
me to reach women in the ministry that weren’t 
quite ready to participate in the usual Life Groups 
that the Christian Campus House has to offer. 
The staff  graciously allowed me to follow my 
conviction and thus began the group I currently 
lead entitled “Starting Point”. From the moment 
I felt convicted, I have seen God at work in many 
ways. I expected maybe a couple of  girls to be 
interested, but ended up with eight to ten girls 
committed to meeting every week. One of  those 
girls was one I found walking on campus the fi rst 
night of  school. I went out with another girl in 
search of  students that would be interested in 
coming to our Bash Week event. She was not a 
believer, but I had felt prompted to invite her to 
come and meet people at Campus House. I kept 
in contact with her and invited her to dinner.

Over our meal, I asked her where she was at spiri-
tually and if  she desired to be involved at Campus
House. She admitted that church wasn’t her 
‘thing’, but desperately desired a community of  
friends. I had invited her to life group expecting 
her not to be interested, but she was! She began 
coming to life group every week. As we started 
discussing God and His Truth, I saw her begin 
to grow more and more interested in who God 
was. Then, one day, she approached me and said, 
“Sarah. I really like Campus House. I feel like 
that’s where I fi t in. And, I know it was God that 
brought you to me on the sidewalk
that one day.” I was overwhelmed with joy to 
see God so actively at work in her heart. It has 
been so rewarding being able to see God at work 
in every girl in my life group. It has been such a 
blessing to be able to serve Him in this way. I am 
incredibly thankful for His provision in my life 
group as well as all of  the life groups occurring 
now at the Christian Campus House. This year 
is off  to an amazing start, and I cannot wait to 
see what God continues to do in this ministry 
through the students committed to
bringing Him glory.

■ Sarah Henderson                
Senior in Elementary Education

GOD AT WORK:
A GROUP CHAT

FINANCIAL UPDATE... 
THE SUMMER SLUMP
by Roger Songer

The summer of  2012 proved to be “extreme” in two
ways:

First of  all, of  course, it produced record-breaking 
heat and drought throughout the central U.S., drying 
up municipal water supplies and killing farmers’ 
crops.

And second, it proved to be a season of  record-
breaking fi nancial “drought” for our ministry. Any 
non-profi t organization will tell you that the summer
months are typically their most diffi cult, fi nancially.  
And that is not because expenses rise, but because 
income dips.  But the months from May through 
September, 2012, produced exceptional, record-
breaking fi nancial strain for our ministry.  In that 
fi ve-month period our income fell $44,500.00 short 
of  our needs—averaging a loss of  almost $9,000.00 
per month.  To put that into very human terms, that 
$44,500 shortfall represents the equivalent of  the 
loss of  one staff  person’s full salary and benefi ts 
package for an entire year.

Our need is obvious.  Please prayerfully consider 
partnering with this ministry with your fi nancial 
support.  The need is great.  Prayerfully consider 
becoming a part of  the solution.

We recently grabbed a few of  our CCH stu-
dents to join in a recorded group discussion 
about how they felt they’ve seen God working 
this semester.  Here are some sound bites from 
that chat: 
“I don’t know if  it’s that He’s working through 
me to see [people on fi re] more or if  it’s more 
and more people coming to Christ that I’m 
encountering…”

“As a freshman…I’ve kinda had to make my 
faith my own…”

“Through the “chalk the campus”…I’ve heard 
multiple conversations about the scriptures and 
Bible verses on the ground…”

“God’s teaching me that ‘you can be fully de-
pendent on Me’…”

“I sit alone at church now…”

“I don’t see myself  as a missionary, so I don’t 
know if  that’s where God is bringing me, but 
He’s had this specifi c mission organization kind
of  weave in and out of  my life for about a year 
or so…”

“Trust is a huge thing that He’s still working 
into my life.”

To hear more, listen to the whole conversation 
on our website!  www.campus-house.com

GOD AT WORK
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