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MY NAME IS BLAKE FERRY and I’m a 
graduate student at Eastern Il-

linois University and I’ve been attending 
Christian Campus House for two years.  
I’ve been asked by the staff  to talk about 
Campus House and how it’s impacted my 
walk with Christ and I couldn’t think of  an 
easier task.

I was twenty-two when I gave my life to 
the Lord, and for the fi rst year I was out 
of  school and attending church with my 
parents in a small town church outside of  
Charleston.  I grew to love my church fam-
ily, but when I started graduate school the 
next fall, it was diffi cult for me to focus on 
school and my faith because I didn’t have 
any friends that were my age who knew 
Christ.  Then one Wednesday I came to 
Bible study at Campus House, and as they 
say, “The rest was history.”  I knew the 
moment I walked in that this was the place 
I needed to be.  Not knowing anyone I sat 
in the back by myself, but I was quickly 

joined by a guy who asked me who I was 
and if  it was my fi rst time.  Our conversa-
tion got cut off  when the worship started 
and I don’t think we fi nished it, but by the 
time Bible study was over, I was excited to 
come back next week.  In a short amount 
of  time, I found a great group of  young 
believers to live life with.  I got plugged 
into different Bible studies and even had 
the pleasure of  attending several guy 
nights with the Campus House interns.  
All in all, it’s just what my new walk with 
Christ needed — genuine Christians living 
imperfect but real lives in their faith.  

After my fi rst semester, I was given the op-
portunity to have a role in student leader-
ship at Campus House.  I was tasked with 
leading a small group of  guys once a week 
as we broke down various books of  the 
Bible.  It was a role I enjoyed immensely, 
and one I continued to do every semester I 
was on leadership.
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While I give Christ alone the credit for 
the conversion in my life after undergrad 
and before graduate school, the staff, the 
students, and the opportunities at Chris-
tian Campus House have been a huge 
infl uence in my growth since coming to 
know and follow Christ.  ■

Blake Ferry on the 2013 Costa Rica Mission Trip



FIRST WEEK
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FOR MANY OF THE ALUMNI reading this 
newsletter, your fi rst encounter with 

Christian Campus House may have been 
during one of  the “Bash Week” events 
that have traditionally begun the Thursday 
before the fall semester classes started and 
continued through the Wednesday Bible 
study of  the following week.  Bash Week 
has always been a great way for us to start 
meeting new and returning students before 
they get overly involved in school, and 
until very recently that has worked won-
derfully.  

As of  the last couple of  years, however, 
the university has increasingly begun 
scheduling mandatory events for stu-
dents, especially the incoming freshmen 
and transfer students, during those 2-3 
days leading up to the start of  classes.   In 
response to this, our student leaders have 
made a basic change to our  “Bash Week” 
by actually moving those nightly activities 
to the fi rst full week of  classes, going now 
from Sunday to Sunday during the fi rst 
week of  classes.  The name “Bash Week” 
was accordingly changed to “First Week”.

This change alone has afforded us more 
than a few benefi ts; the fi rst being that our 
publicity has more of  a chance to get into 
students’ hands before the events actually 
begin, a problem we’ve fought in the past.  
The change has also allowed our students 
more opportunities to go out on campus 
to the university sponsored events like “Up 
All Night” and “Quakin’ in the Quad”, 
that happen in those days leading up to 
classes. This allows them to more mean-

ingfully engage students on the neutral 
ground of  campus that can be initially less 
intimidating.  And as an added benefi t, 
the students who wait until the Saturday 
before classes begin to move back to 
Charleston won’t necessarily miss the fi rst 
three events when we delay our kick-off  
until Sunday morning.

This year we did add an unoffi cial event on 
the Thursday before classes called “Ketch-
Up Thursday” that gave returning students 
a chance to catch up with each other after 
a long summer break.  “First Week”, how-
ever, is really designed to be our chance 
to reach out to new students as well as 
students that are merely new to Campus 
House.  Thankfully, this was an area of  
great success this year.  Each night we saw 
nearly half  of  those attending the events 
were new to EIU or to Campus House!

While some of  the events are similar to 
the “Bash Week” events many of  you, 
our alumni, may have experienced in your 
time at Campus House (events like Burger 
Bash, In-house Concert, and Pizza Lunch 
on Sunday), the mere movement of  those 
events to the fi rst week of  classes was 
more of  a success than we even expected!

We are extremely thankful to have the sup-
port and prayers of  all of  you who partner 
with us as we continue to adapt and fi gure 
out what works in this ministry.  We now 
ask for your continued support and prayer 
as we work diligently to integrate and care 
for, to equip and send out, the souls that 
God has brought to this ministry during 
their time here at EIU.  ■ 

by Matthew Thomas

Like BASH WEEK in the past, FIRST WEEK 
is a week of  events that give new and returning 
students a chance to get plugged into com-
munity and begin to deepen their relationship 
with Christ during their time at EIU.


