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My name is GaLi Chin, and I am currently 
a second-year graduate student in the 
Clinical Mental Health Counseling Master 
of  Science program at Eastern Illinois 
University. I moved to Charleston, IL in 
August 2014 and started attending Chris-
tian Campus House in the same month. I 
was born in Malaysia, a beautiful country 
in Southeast Asia. I grew up following the 
Buddhist traditions with my family. Thank-
fully, later in my life, God used one of  my 
best friends to lead me to Christ and I be-
came a Christian when I was about 16. My 
faith has grown a lot especially after I came 
to the United States in 2012. I learned a lot 
about the Bible when I was in Iowa, where 
I did my undergraduate studies. 

After I moved to Charleston, I tried out a 
few churches in town before settling down 
at Christian Campus House (CCH). Since 
then, CCH has been my biggest support 
system here in Charleston. I had a very, 
very challenging academic year. I struggled 
with loneliness, homesickness, work-
related issues, and roommate confl icts. My 
parents were talking about getting a di-
vorce back home. My boyfriend at the time 
and I did not have a good relationship. 
He eventually broke up with me after a 
few months. As an international student, I 

also had a hard time fi nding friends whom 
I could connect to. It seemed like every-
thing that could possibly go wrong did go 
wrong. All of  these stressors happened 
altogether in the same period of  time and 
it eventually led to a deep depression. It 
was defi nitely my most diffi cult year so far. 

I praise God to have lifted my darkness. 
The storm seems to be over now. I took 
me a long time to heal. During that period 
of  time, I sought out support from my 
friends at CCH and they played a big part 
on how I got through those few months. 
Elise and I started to meet up weekly just 
to keep my sanity intact. I would cry in her 
offi ce and she would encourage and pray 
for me. She’s a great friend, counselor, and 
sister-in-Christ. I am so thankful for her. 
Apart from meeting up with Elise, I also 
had a very supportive life group. They al-
lowed me to share and I knew they really 
cared. Other than having regular bible 
study, we also went for a hike at Fox Ridge, 
went stargazing, and took a prayer walk. 
Some of  them also shared with me their 
struggles to encourage me. I am so grateful 
for that group of  sisters-in-Christ who 
were there for me. They were not afraid to 
show me their brokenness so that I would 
not feel as lonely. 
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Throughout my time at CCH, I have also 
always appreciated the different activi-
ties CCH organizes throughout the year. 
Some of  my favorites are Made Dif-
ferent, retreats, and pizza lunch. These 
events bring people together so that we 
can share the love of  Christ. Many of  
the friends I have met at CCH are also 
very excited about meeting international 
students. They are open-minded, friendly, 
and caring. I have seen many of  my 
international friends getting involved and 
learning more about God through CCH. 

Looking back now, I’m slowly starting to 
understand the reason why God would 
allow those storms into my life. God has 
made those storms beautiful by bringing 
people at CCH into my life, by destroying 
my pride, and by helping me to appreci-
ate His goodness even more now. When I 
was struggling with adjusting to Charles-
ton after I fi rst moved here, I wanted to 
graduate and leave so badly. But now I am 
feeling sad that I will be leaving Charles-
ton in less than a year, and I know CCH 
is one of  the reasons that makes my stay 
in Charleston full of  blessings. Praise the 
Lord. 
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EQUIP & SEND
by Chris Genders
There are certain people & places that 
leave an indelible mark upon your life.  
Campus House is one such place.  I was 
introduced to Campus House when I 
transferred my sophomore year from 
SIUC to EIU.  As a fairly new follower of  
Jesus, I was blessed to sit under Roger’s 
teaching and to begin exploring the Bible 
in a Family Group.  It wasn’t long before I 
was asked to lead a Family Group and then 
subsequently to serve on the Council of  
Ministers.  

Throughout my three brief  years at the 
Campus House, I grew signifi cantly in my 
faith and in my understanding of  what it 
takes to lead in a ministry context.  While I 
graduated from EIU in 1996 with a degree 
in business, I truly believe the spiritual 
education I received there has had a more 
lasting impact on my life.

It has been nineteen years since I was a 
student involved in Campus House.  For 
most of  those years, I have been engaged 
in full-time ministry in the local church 
(sixteen years between two churches).  It 
is not an exaggeration to say that my time 
at Campus House provided me with an 
incredibly strong foundation upon which 
my current faith & spiritual leadership has 
been built.  This foundation is one that I 
strive to pass on to high school students 
in my church as they prepare to leave for 
their college experience.  (I currently serve 
as full-time Student Pastor at a church out-
side of  Peoria, IL.  To be honest, I didn’t 
think I would be doing student ministry at 
the age of  41, but I absolutely love it!)

Last fall, I brought a group of  students 
down to Campus House for Youth Week-
end (see the bottom of  this page for infor-
mation on an upcoming Youth Weekend!)  
My students were able to meet the Campus 
House staff  & student leaders and also 
engage in a variety of  activities they would 
experience if  they were part of  a campus 
ministry.  It was a great weekend of  con-
nection & encouragement for my students, 
and it provided them with a strong desire 
to get involved in a campus ministry or 
local church once they leave their homes & 
venture off  to their respective colleges.

I cannot say enough about the role that 
Campus House has had on my life and 
now upon the lives of  my students!  It is 
where I discovered the depth of  God’s 
love and the richness of  the Scriptures.  It 
is where I saw fi rst-hand the power of  a 
community of  like-minded believers.  And, 
most importantly, it is also where I met my 
wife!  For all of  this and so much more, I 
say a very heart-felt “Thank You” for the 
continuing work & presence of  Campus 
House at EIU!

MEET THE INTERNS
Moriah Ord
BS in Com Disorders
Hometown: Xenia, IL

For Fun?
I like playing music, being 
outdoors and thrifting.

Music I enjoy?
Of  course worship (Hillsong, Bethel, etc), but 
also Folk and Acoustic styled music!

Why campus ministry?
This is a crucial stage of  life for students 
living on their own, making their own deci-
sions, and pondering who they are.  I want to 
help them really make their faith their own 
during this time!

Hopes for this internship?
I hope to develop spiritually and intellectually. 
I want to deepen relationships with students 
and with God. I want to build a fi rm founda-
tion for my faith and ministry to come.

Lisa Perfors
BA in Music
Hometown: Elgin, IL

For Fun?
Biking, fi ddling, dancing, 
cooking, and adventuring!

Music I enjoy?
Indie, Folk, Irish, World 
Music, Classical and Classic Rock.

Why campus ministry?
It’s a crossroads where students are deciding 
on their careers, their beliefs, and where they 
will live and work. I want to infl uence and 
guide them to Christ during this time.

Hopes for this internship?
I hope to see personal growth and to learn 
by doing. I hope to really learn what full-time 
ministry is all about. And I want students to 
grow spiritually in their time here at EIU.

Also mark your calendars now for our 

2016 Annual Banquet
Saturday, April 9

You won’t want to miss this unique year!
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