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Hi! I’m Matthew Thomas, the new Lead 
Campus Minister here at Christian Campus 
House and it is now November!  It’s proba-
bly high time I introduce myself  to some of  
you and let you know a little about myself!

As you most likely know, Roger Songer, our 
past Senior Campus Minister of  32 years 
retired at the end of  the summer.  We talk-
ed a lot about that process with you, our 
extended Campus House family.  What we 
didn’t do, however, was tell you a whole lot 
about who I am and what exactly I would 
be doing here at CCH in this lead role.

About me.  My father was a factory work-
er and a minister.  From him I learned a 
lot about life, a lot about the Bible, and a 
lot about integrity.  Who he was, how he 
studied God’s word, and how he cared for 
people shaped me and set the trajectory of  
my life from a very early age.  If  you would 
have asked me what I wanted to be when 
I was a young child, I would have said a 
minister.  When I got to high school, how-
ever, if  you would have asked me the same 
question, I would have said “Anything but a 
minister!”  And I charted a different course 
for my life.

I went to Purdue University and studied 
Communication with a specifi c area of  

Advertising (an odd area of  study to start 
in for a minister, huh?!)  I went on from 
the Bachelor of  Arts in Communication 
to a Master of  Arts in Interpersonal Com-
munication with emphasis in the areas of  
Counseling, and Mass Social Infl uence.  Af-
ter leaving my graduate work, I taught at 
Purdue University for 8 years.  I also tried 
a couple of  corporate jobs: Marketing Di-
rector for a bank and graphic designer at a 
design and print company.

Through my time in school and even during 
my time working these jobs, I was volun-
teering with the Purdue Christian Campus 
house when it fi nally hit me.  My real pas-
sion was still… for ministry.  And not just any 
ministry, but being able to come along side 
and infl uence college students at one of  the 
most pivotal times in their faith formation 
and life in general!  At that time I realized, 
and I am still convinced of, my passion for 
reaching the college student and thereby, 
the world!

This year, the work of  planning and pre-
paring for the school year started in May.  
Once August hit however, things have been 
fast and furious!  From that time on, I have 
been preaching on Sundays and teaching 
on Wednesdays, reaching out to support-
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ers and parents, developing our staff  as 
well mentoring our male student leaders, 
leading worship, scheduling retreats and 
handling a host of  building maintenance 
issues!  It has been a busy year so far! (That 
is one reason this letter comes to you in 
November instead of  October!) 

In spite of  all that busyness, it has been an 
incredibly exciting year so far as well.  The 
passion and gifts our students bring to this 
ministry is a blessing.  The opportunity to 
connect, get to know, pour into, equip and 
live life with these students is a joy that is 
both fl eeting, as they graduate and leave 
us, and also enduring, as we build lifelong 
connections that last far beyond their four 
or fi ve years here.

I plan, if  the Lord allows it, to be here for 
a long time connecting with, pouring into, 
equipping, and sending out Christ follow-
ers into the world!  And I look forward to 
getting to meet and connect with each of  
you who support this ministry as well!

Mark your calendars now for our 

2017 Annual Banquet
Saturday, April 8
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Staff Transitions
TWELVE YEARS AGO a new guy from Purdue 
joined the staff  at Christian Campus 
House.  Matthew was and is full of  energy 
& vision, he likes to think outside the box, 
he is an effective communicator to today’s 
college students, and he has a genuine 
interest in and love for people.  He loves 
having fun as well as times for solitude.  
He started as our worship leader, web guy, 
and leader for our guys’ ministry, and now 
I am thankful and happy to have him serve 
as our Lead Campus Minister.   

Matthew is committed to communicating 
God’s word, and he is committed to help-
ing students learn to engage in a deeper 
relationship with Jesus, to engage with 
one another in deeper community, and to 
engage our campus with the love and truth 
of  Jesus Christ.

I know Matthew will be a great Lead 
Campus Minister because of  the history 
that we have together.  He  has already 
demonstrated many gifts and abilities that 
will be essential to this role, as well as a 
passion for campus ministry and the ability 
to be an awesome team member.  He is ap-
proachable, a great listener, and very wise 
and discerning in working through confl ict.  

I am truly excited about this new season 
here at Christian Campus House.  And I 
am truly thankful for Matthew, not only 
for his willingness to take on loads of  

responsibility, but for the passion, vision, 
leadership and skills that he is bringing 
into his new role at CCH.

As we worked through many stages of  
transition last fall, Roger asked Elise and 
me something like, “Are you comfortable 
with continuing in your current roles?”  
We replied with a resounding, “Yes!”  I 
love college students, and I love the work I 
am blessed to do as part of  this ministry.  

While each year we split various tasks 
like typing up bulletins and cleaning the 
building, we do each have specifi c areas of  
ministry that we are always responsible for.  
I oversee our Life Group ministry which 
involves selecting the study, organizing the 
sign ups and groups, and training students 
in leading groups and Inductive Bible 
Study.  I am the staff  point person for our 
student leadership and meet regularly with 
our student chairperson to assist in their 
preparation for COM and Exec meetings.   
Mentoring our female leaders and counsel-
ing female students is probably what I love 
most about my job, as well as working with 
Elise on our monthly women’s ministry, 
“Made Different.”   I also get to teach 
at our Wednesday Night Bible Study 2-4 
times a semester.  

Throughout this new season we are thank-
ful for Roger’s pouring into us and pav-
ing the way for great ministry to continue 
through Jesus at EIU!

A Glimpse of
Fall Retreat 2016

VARIETY IS THE SPICE of  life, so they say, 
and when I initially joined staff  with Rog-
er, Danah and Matthew, my role was pretty 
varied.  I liked that!  It allowed me to use 
various gifts and experiences for Christ’s 
Kingdom.  After all, when you get degrees 
that include sociology, art, and interna-
tional development, you yourself  begin to 
think of  that haunting question you hear 
during school - “What can you do with 
that?!”  From design, ministry brainstorm-
ing and leading missions (like our annual 
Haiti trip), to mentoring young women and 
overseeing our Action Group leaders, I am 
grateful the Lord has allowed me space to 
use each day what I studied in school.

With Matthew now at the helm, I am 
confi dent that CCH will continue to be a 
space where anyone on staff  can be free to 
use the ways God’s equipped them to help 
young people know the Gospel and Jesus.  
One strength Matthew has is the ability 
to detect those strengths and qualities in 
people around him that can benefi t both 
the CCH community and the general Body 
of  Christ.  Additionally, he has always been 
strong in brainstorming and envision-
ing possibilities while maintaining a sense 
of  groundedness – both logisitically and 
theologically.  Having expressed his desire 
to see staff  continually be stretched in our 
leadership, spiritual and personal growth, I 

am looking forward to where he leads our 
team as he seeks the Lord - whether that’s 
through conferences, team building, per-
sonality/giftedness profi les or something 
entirely new and creative!  

Moving forward, the opportunities at EIU 
are vast despite any “gloom and doom” 
stories about state universities.  As the 
world descends on Charleston each year, 
including hundreds of  international stu-
dents and thousands of  young Americans, 
it is good to be working with a team of  
staff  and students who want to seize these 
opportunities, who have fresh ideas, and 
who invest so much time toward planting 
seeds of  Christ’s love in people’s hearts.

Staff Transitions

Refl ections from Danah Himes, Associate Campus Minister

Refl ections from Elise Omulokoli, Associate Campus Minister
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